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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
For Release TUESDAY, JULY 28, 1953
ANNOUNCE 1953-5/4 HUNTING RULES FOR DOVES, RAILS AND GALLINULES

Containing only few changes in season dates, the hunting regulations which
will apply during the 1953-54 season for the shooting of doves, band-tailled pigeons,
rails, gallinules, and the taking in certain open coastal waters of scoter, eider,
and old-squaw ducks, were announced today by Secretery of the Interlor Douglas
McKay.

Although the regulations released today contain those for the shooting of
waterfowl in Alaska, where the season in certain areas begins as early as
September 1, the Secretary stated that the detailed regulations for migratory
waterfowl and woodcock hunting in the United States will not be issued until the
latter part of August.

Adjustments of seasons for hunting mourning doves have been made in several
States in accordance with requests from the State game administrators. 1In
Nebraska the mourning dove has been declared a nongame species. In Illinols, Utah,
and Wyoming, State officials asked for a closed season on rails and gallinules,

The baiting regulation has been modified this year by eliminating the one-helf
mile distance limitation. .

Shooting hours, except where noted in the footnotes in attached schedules,
are the seme as last year, as follows! "

Rails and Gallinules-~The general shooting hours for these birds will be one~-
half hour before sunrise to sunset but when they are hunted coincident with the
hunting season for waterfowl, shooting must cease one hour before sunset. In
Massachusetts the starting hour on the first day of the season will be 12 o'clock
noone.

Scoter, Eider and 0ld-Sguaw Ducks--One=half hour before sunrise to one hour
before sunset, except on the opening day of the season when shooting begins at 12

noon.

Doves _and Pigeons--In those States of the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways
which have a dove shooting season, the hours extend from 12 o'clock noon until sun-
set except in Illinois and Missouri where the hours are one-half hour before sun-
rise to sunset. In the Central Flyway, doves may be hunted from one-half hour
before sunrise until sunset, except in Texas where certain hours apply for both
mourning and white-winged doves (as noted) and in New Mexico where the shooting
hours on the first day of the season will be from 12 o'clock noon until sunset but
thereafter from sunrise to sunset. In the Pacific Flyway States where doves and



pigeons are hunted, the hours are one-half hour before sunrise until sunset,

except that the starting hour for doves on the first day of the season in Cali~
fornla will begin at 12 noon.

In Alaska the shooting hours will be the same as last year, one-half hour
before suarise to one hour before sunset, except on the opening day when shooting
begins at 12 noon.

For quick reference, the open seasons, bag and possession limits prescribed
by the amended regulations are presented in tabular form by flyways in the
attached schedules,
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